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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The 22nd Riverside Dickens Festival is now history! Our
visitors experienced more food vendors, plays, Victorian and
Steampunk fashion shows, improved pub location, enthusias-
tic parade participants, authors, lecturers and much more. As
always, the kids had fun in Oliver’s Alley and the Steampunk
crowd added a bit of spice to the weekend with their creative
costumes and accessories. Dancers twirled around the dance
floor in all their splendor at Mr. Fezziwig’s Ball. My wife
noticed that there were more young people attending this year!
Hurray for all!

A sincere “thank you and well done” to the volunteers who
donated their time and talents. People volunteer for many reasons: their love of the festival, Dickens and all
things Victorian, to accrue high school and college volunteer hours or because a friend recruited them. Whatev-
er the reason, it takes many hands for our festival to run smoothly.

I would be remiss if I did not also thank our generous sponsors and donors. We need close to $90,000 each
year to put on our festival. We receive approximately one-third of our funds from the City of Riverside, Riv-
erside Arts Council and County Supervisors, with local businesses, private
individuals and our fundraising events providing the remainder. As you can
see, every dollar counts.

Every year we say we should do “this”, we need to move “that” to
another spot, or we’re not doing “that” again. If you have some suggestions
for the 23rd annual festival or want to volunteer, call the office to leave a
message for me or tell a board member so we can consider your ideas and/
or get you signed up. While we always receive many positive comments
there is always room for improvement and new ideas.

I am looking forward to serving as president for the upcoming year. I'm
sure it will be another busy one, and one which will give me great satisfac-
tion by providing such a worthwhile event for Riverside.

My sincere thanks to my tireless and dedicated Board and Chairs. What
a wonderful job you do year after year!!

Bruce Spieler

President
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Riverside Dickens Festival
Board of Directors
2015 - 2016

President - Bruce Spieler
President-elect - Becky Foreman
Vice President - Doug Grant
Secretary -Lynnette Channon
Treasurer - Brenda Beers
Past President - Janet Funderburk
Directors
Gerry Bowden
Shelby Craghead

Linda Dilday
Deanne Irwin
Barbara Simpson-Lara

Debbie Walsh
Richard Wing
Kathy Wright

Dickens Diary is published three
times a year by the Riverside Dickens
Festival, Inc., at the address below.
Editorial submissions and queries may
be sent there. We reserve the right to
edit submissions.

Editor - Marsha Loveridge
Coordinator - Cecile Johnson
Reporter - Kathy Wright
Photographer - Michael Elderman

Office:(951) 781-3168
3585 Main Street, Suite 204
P.O.Box 113
Riverside, CA 92502-0113
info@dickensfest.com

For more information on the Festival
visit our website today!
www.dickensfest.com
This is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit
organization, EIN:33-0617090

Sponsors
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The Royals Oliver’s Alley

The Dickens @iary goes Electronic!

To help save trees and due to the high cost of printing and continuously rising postage rates, the Dickens Diary will
be sent via e-mail and published in a downloadable format on-line at the Festival website, www.dickensfest.com.

Readers whose e-mail addresses are already on file and those who were sent to us subsequent to this announcement I

receive their Dickens Diary on-line only. If your e-mail address has changed or you want to join our e-mail list for the
first time, go to www.dickensfest.com and join on the home page. I
ol

Alternately, those who wish to continue receiving a hard copy of the Diary in the U.S. Mail can do so by sending a
check for $6.00 for one year payable to the Riverside Dickens Festival, along with your name and address to:

Riverside Dickens Festival ¢ P. O. Box 113 ¢ Riverside, CA 92502-0113
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Meet ‘Mr. Dickens...and Mr. Poe

Thanks to the support and generosity of the Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce Downtown Business
Council and other private donors, Mr. Dickens and Mr. Poe visited several middle schools this past fall and spring
providing educational and entertaining literary programs for the students.

Mr. Dickens, portrayed by the talented actor, playwright and college instructor, Paul Jacques, performed his
original one-man show, Meet Mr. Dickens at Earhart, Central, Gage, Arizona and Loma Vista middle schools. The
performance gives students insight into the social, political and personal events that influenced Dickens” writing.

Mr. Poe, portrayed by actor Travis Rhett Wilson, performed at Gage and Arizona middle schools and at John W.
North High School. Wilson presented a riveting rendition of Poe’s writings including The Telltale Heart, The Raven
and Annabelle Lee for the students.

Middle and high school teachers who are interested in performances by Mr. Dickens or Mr. Poe may contact
Education Chairperson Susan Purkart at spurkart@sbcglobal.net. The performances are free of charge to the schools.

- 7

Charles Dickens Edgar Allan Poe
(portrayed by Paul Jacques) at Loma Vista Middle School (portrayed by Travis Rhett Wilson)

Dickens Greater Riverside Area Dickens Fellowship

& Fellowship
The worldwide Dickens Fellowship was founded in 1902 with the objective, among oth-
ers, to promote the knowledge and appreciation of Dickens” works. The local branch is GRAD, headed by chairman, Tim
Clark who also portrays Prince Albert at the Riverside Dickens Festival.
GRAD’s meetings this year will focus on Martin Chuzzlewit. If you would like to join GRAD, attend a meeting or re-
ceive the e-newsletter, please contact Tim at poohclark@earthlink.net or (909) 225-2834. Upcoming meetings are sched-
uled for these dates: May 23, July 18, September 19 and November 7.

Dickens Universe
University of California, Santa Cruz « August 2-7,2015 « Featuring Martin Chuzzlewit and American Notes.
Anyone can attend. You need not be a scholar but you do have to read the books by August and

you do have to have a curiosity about Dickens. For more information visit www.dickens.ucsc.edu/universe.
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‘Essay Contest Winners
S]aonsorec[ By Provident Bank

Winners of the 2015 essay contest were introduced at the
festival on Saturday, February 23 and presented with gift card
prizes to Barnes & Noble Booksellers. Middle school students
responded to a prompt concerning A Christmas Carol and
high school students responded to an excerpt from Little
Dorrit. Prizes were made possible by Provident Bank, which has
generously sponsored the essay contest for several years.

High School Essay Winners
First Prize $100
Briana Fragoso, 9th grade, Patriot High School
David Moberly, Teacher
Second Prize $50
Minuet McArtor, 10th grade, Riverside STEM Academy
Catherine Murray, Teacher

Middle School Essay Winners:
First Prize $100
Savannah Petty, 8th grade, Chemawa Middle School
Jacquelyn Vaca, Teacher
Second Prize $50
Isabelle Fischer, 8th grade, Earhart Middle School
Suzanne Priebe, Teacher
Third Prize: $25
Naneeta Desar, 8th grade, Earhart Middle School
Suzanne Priebe, Teacher
Thanks to the students and teachers who submitted essays this
year. Please visit www.dickensfest.com in the fall for the 2016
rules and procedures. The winning essays can be found on the
festival website at www.dickensfest.com.
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Community Partnership
Program Supports RDF

Rita DeLaRosa, representing Provident Bank-a
long time and generous supporter of the Riverside
Dickens Festival, presented a check for $323.26 to the
Board of Directors at its March meeting. Provident
Bank’s Community Partnership Program allows ac-
count holders to designate a non-profit organization
to support. It is easy to sign up and is absolutely free
to participate. If you have an account or want to open
an account, inform the bank that you want to support
Riverside Dickens Festival. Account holders’ own
money is not affected in any way.

Riverside Dickens Festival Board of Directors
applauds Provident BanKk’s philosophy of philanthropy
and is most grateful to be the recipient of its ongoing
generosity. In addition to the Community Partner-
ship check, the Bank has also sponsored the middle
and high school essay contests since their inception.

program and the festival.

A Tribute to fvensong ‘Director, Steve Kester

Steve Kester, director of the Raincross Chorale, passed away on January 17, 2015 in Riverside.
He was 71. He and the choir graced the festival with the traditional Evensong program.

Steve taught high school music and science for 32 years and was music director and organist
at Victoria Presbyterian Church for 17 years. He retired in 2013. He was founder and conductor
of the Raincross Chorale for 14 years until he retired in 2014. Following John T. Hamilton, Steve
directed the Evensong program for the festival for 14 years.

Riverside Dickens Festival is indebted to Steve for his dedication and loyalty to the Evensong
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Martin Chuzzlewit is the featured book

Martin Chuzzlewit

for the 2016 Festival

Dickens’ sixth novel was published in monthly installments from January 1843
to 1844 after Dickens had taken a year off to visit America for the first time. Dickens
believed this to be his greatest novel but it was less than enthusiastically received.

The novel deals with the greed of Old Martin’s relatives, chiefly, Mr. Pecksniff, hoping
to inherit his wealth.

For additional information about Martin Chuzzlewit, visit David Perdue’s Charles
Dickens Page, a very rich website with many resources for Dickensians at all levels Charles Dickens
and for teachers.

[ ) For your summer reading pleasure try one of these recommendations
Rea/ ers from the Education Committee.
If you have suggestions for this space in the Dickens Diary, please
C orner contact us on the website at www.dickensfest.com.
rENGUIN (oL assnt
American Notes by Charles Dickens. CHARLES DICKENS
AMERICAN NOTES

FOR GENERAL CIRCULATION

Dickens’ account of his first trip to
America in 1862, the source of the
American chapters in Martin Chuzzle-
wit, which is the featured novel of the
2016 festival.

. Becoming Dickens :
Drood by Dan Simmons. BECOMING The Invention of a Novelist
DICKENS by Robert Douglas-Fairhurst.

A fascinating thriller based
on Dickens’” unfinished mys- Pk i iy
tery novel, supposedly narrat-
ed by Dickens’ friend Wilkie
Collins.

How young Dickens overcame a difficult
childhood and early obstacles to become
one of the world’s greatest novelists.

Gl 1
TN
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Riverside High Schools Perform Little Dorrit

Drama students from Poly and North high
schools in Riverside Unified School District per-
formed their version of Little Dorrit on Saturday and
Sunday on the Grant Family Stage at the festival.
Using a script crafted by festival Education Commit-
tee Chair, Susan Purkart, the students displayed their

considerable talent and skill to give their individual
renditions of the 20-minute play.

Thanks to the students and their teachers —Mr.
Marker-Morse (Poly) and Ms. Grotness (North) -
for their efforts. Each school’s drama department
received a $150 donation, which was made possible
through the generosity of donors Eileen Ashwal,
Dwight Tate and Nick Milazzo.

Costuming szos

Want to Dress Up
for the 2016 Festival?
Start now.

Board members are often asked, “Do I have
to dress up to come to the Dickens Festival?” The
answer is “no’, of course; but over the 22 years
the festival has been in existence more and more
visitors do dress in Victorian attire.

Many people start out trying to achieve the
period “look” by purchasing inexpensive clothing
items in thrift stores or even checking the back of
the closets at home for items that will work. This is
a good way to get started, not worrying about au-
thenticity. Authenticity can come later when you
purchase an outfit or accessory from one of the
London Marketplace vendors during the festival
or even start sewing your own clothes or work-
ing with a seamstress for tailored more authentic
clothes.

In the meantime, you can start now to put
together your Victorian outfit for 2016. Here are
some ideas from the International Printmaking
Museum website that might help you get started.
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g,PN?é Winner of a Lexus
e for a Weekend

Thanks to the generosity of Lexus of
Riverside, Dickens Festival Board member

M W g[ Kathy Wright will have the use of a beauti-
ful Lexus for an entire weekend including
ART S 8<. INNOV TI ON gasoline! Kathy’s winning $5.00 ticket al-
: lows her to choose from 3 different models

to use from a Friday afternoon through
Sunday evening at her convenience.

October 8. 2015 Kathy is the second winner of this
’

opportunity drawing,

5:00 p.m. to Midnight preceded by Valerie

Foucrier who took

Historic Downtown Riverside her weekend trip last

summer to northern
Riverside Dickens Festival California. Kathy

will participate in the 2015 hasn't decided yet

. . where she will go.

Long Night of Arts and Innovation.
Thank you,
) o Lexus of Riverside
Don't miss it. for this generous
) Henry and Janet
donation! All proceeds Funderburk
For more details visit from the drawing help
www.longnightriverside.com to defray the festival expenses.

The Riverside Dickens Festival is made possible through grants, sponsorships and donations.
Your contribution is very much needed, appreciated and tax deductible.
The Riverside Dickens Festival is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization, EIN: 33-0617090.
Please mail your contributions to: Riverside Dickens Festival, Inc.® P. O. Box 113 ¢ Riverside, CA 92502-0113

Name: NP
° ° N
Address: ° &“fo\x °
.,\N@(ﬁw!(o\)ﬂ&“ °
Phone: Email: ° COWC‘(\ °
Check _ Visa__ MasterCard ___ Discover b ° ¢
® o 0 ®

Card number: Expires:




Thank you to the fof[owing supporters @C our 2015 Festival.

Planning has begun for the 2016 Festival - Please join us as a supporter by mailing a tax deductible check to
P.O. Box 113, Riverside, CA 92502-0113. (See form on page 9)
or visit our website www.dickensfest.com
The Riverside Dickens Festival, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization, EIN:33-0617090

City of Riverside ¢ Riverside Arts Council - InlandArts.com
Riverside County Supervisors ¢ Provident Bank

Marge Adamcewicz - Altura Credit Union - Sharon Algozer - Kay Alistair - Alvord Educators Association
AMR Riverside - Judy Anderson - Lorraine & Richard Anderson - Michelle Arasim - Sara Aschmann
Eileen & Stephen Ashwal - Judith & Phillip Auth - Thomas Barnidge - Barnes & Noble Ltd. - Jane & Joseph Barr
Patricia Barrett - Alison Baxter - Sally & Chuck Beaty - Jack Bee - Brenda Beers - Cindy & Daniel Bendshadler
Wilma & Michael Bishop - Virginia Blumenthal - Bodycare Center - Anne & George Boss - Geraldine Bowden
Marian & Robert Branch - Mack Brandon - Donovan Brashear - Selina & Phil Bremenstuhl - Michelle Brenza
Keri Bright - Deborah & Donald Brithinee - Assemblywoman Cheryl Brown - Bette Brown
Patricia & Charles Bufalino - Mary & James Buysse - Hattie Byland - California Awards - Steve Campbell
Amy & Richard Cardullo - Deborah & William Chamberlain - Emylee Chamlee - Lynnette Channon
Citizens Business Bank - Tim & Emily Clark - Jo Ann & Don Coble - Barbara & Stephen Cockerham
Marie-Jo & Michel Coclet - Matt Cohen - Beverly Cox - Belinda & Shelby Craghead - Linda Craig
Ashley Davis - Susan & Ralph Davis - Susan & Stephen Davis - Cheryl Dawes - Brian Dick - Linda Dilday
Erik Downs & Rachael Hamilton - Robert Drachslin - Marilyn Drury-Katillo - Kelly Duir - David Ehlers
Michael Elderman - Jane & Johnny Eubanks - John Evans & Lou Ann Roseling - Marcia & Thomas Evans
Evergreen Masonic Center - Colette Falco - Marsha Falco - Dr. Stuart Lee Farber - Sharon Felton
First Christian Church of Riverside - First Congregational Church - Michael Fitchett - Karen Fleisher
Nancy Forcier - Kimberly Foreman - Rebecca Foreman - Valerie Foucrier - Sandee & Pat Freemon - Jamie French
Janet & Henry Funderburk - Merla & Bart Gaut - Laura Gazaway - Jay & Diana Gazzolo - Janet & John Gless
Sharon Goldstein - Jacqueline Gordon - Greater Riverside Area Dickens Fellowship - Carolyn Grant
Terri & Doug Grant - Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce, Downtown Business Council
Janet Green - Connie Griswold - Eileen & Richard Hamel - William Hampton - Theresa Hanley - Nancy Hart
Kathleen Hartman - Stephen Heath - Pam Heinrich - Heritage House Docents - Harrison Heublein
Lucy & Frank Heyming - Carol & James Hicks - Terry Holling - Bill Hoskins - George Howison - Julia Idler
Independent Quality Printing - Deanne & Rick Irwin - Joy James - Cecile & Barry Johnson - Sally Johnson
Charlotte Jones - Joy Junkert - Dennis Keyes - Laura & John Klure - Donna Knox - Galo Kostka - Val LaBore
Lora Laine - Marie Lamons - Eric Lape - Annie Laskey - Brenda Leatherwood - Lexus of Riverside
Marilyn & Arthur Line - Luz Liyama - Amanda Lockhart - Marsha & Ron Loveridge - Jeffrey Lowry, DDS
Helene Luley - Judy & Bryan Mahoney - Kathleen Manley - Christopher Manning & Jaybee Brennan - Ed Mauel
Diane McMahon - Antonia Mengler - Audry & Nick Milazzo - Beth & Donald Miller - Patricia Miller - Sara Mills
Mindy Moreno - Doris Morton - Barbara Moschos - Kristy Mueller - Rita Nakano - Susan Nelthorpe
Janice Newman - Kelly Noltmann - Rey O’Day - Jackie & Richard Olds - Packinghouse Brewing Co. - Janice Penner
Kathleen & James Perry - Shelley Peters - The Ellen & Clarence Peterson Foundation - Debby & Ken Phillips
Victoria Pickett - Bruce Pitcairn - Premier Service Bank - Professional Golfers Career College - Susan Purkart
Barbara Purvis - Omar Quiroz - Jane & Hugh Ralston - Ralph’s Rewards - Richard Reed - Jessica & James Reeves
Reliance Mfg. - Elaine Ricketts - Bessie Ridley - Riverside Downtown Partnership - Riverside Public Library
Riverside Public Utilities - Karin Roberts - Tanya Robinson - Mariana Robles - April Rodriguez - Rodolfo & Irene Ruibal
Anne Russell - Georgia Russell - Kathryn Safford - Melody Savoian - Susan Scamara - Margaret Scott
Doris & Jerome Selmer - Karen Shotting - Susan Simonin - Jamie Simpson - Janet Simpson - Barbara Simpson-Lara
Dauris Slaughter - Aloha & Roberts Smith - Nancy & Russell Smith - Jeannette Smith - Janelle Sonnenburg
Roberta & Bruce Spieler - Stater Bros - Studio 33 - Cynthia Stevens - Christine Stewart - Scott Taber
Taylor’s Appliance - Robert Taylor - Luvada Tennant - Diane & Dennis Tilton - Irmy Tilton - Dolores Tobin
Carol & Henry Tong - Transatlantique - Joseph H. Trinh, DDS - Trinity Lutheran Church - Jo Turner
Carolyn Ulrich - Mollie & Lew Vanderzyl - Judith Vails - Pat Vidano - Andrew Walcott - Jan & Al Wainscott
Margaret Walker - Sarah Walker - Debbie Walsh - Bonnie Werner - Jocelyn Whitfield - Carol Wilhelm
Robynne Williams - Barbara Wilson - Ruth Wilson - Tom Wilson - Windermere Inland Properties (Collette Lee)
Donna & Dick Wing - Katherine Wright & Dwight Tate - Megan Wu - Magaly Yanez Gutierrez




