Official Newsletter of the Riverside Dickens Festival • Volume 19 - Issue 3

2017
Festival

IARY

Feb. 25 & 26

ICKENS

2017 Festival: Fun & frivolity is what
you expect. Look inside for a Preview
President's Message
I recently had the privilege of attending a performance of “Meet Mr.
Dickens” at Arizona Middle School (I played the small but pivotal role of
“woman handing out bookmarks.”) This was my first chance to see Paul
Jacques, our Mr. Dickens, perform for students. And it was wonderful.
Paul has a gift for bringing Dickens vividly to life through his stories
about the events that inspired him to wield his pen against poverty and
social injustice. His personal reminiscences illustrated with readings
from selected novels paint a picture of Victorian life that is fascinating and
relevant to our modern world.
Paul’s performance was amazing. He did not “act at” the students,
he engaged with them. He moved beyond the restrictive walls of theater
to bring Mr. Dickens right to the students, up close and personal. And
the students loved it. They were more than politely attentive – they were
enthralled.
At the conclusion of the performance students were given a chance
to ask questions. Hands flew up. The questions were thoughtful and
intelligent, as were Mr.
Dickens’ answers.
Following the performance students happily clustered
around to accept their bookmarks. As they use them, they
will remember the time they met Mr. Dickens. Many will
read his novels, and will be educated and inspired by them.
This is our mission, to promote education, literacy and the
arts. I am very proud to play my small role in it.
I hope you will join us at the festival on February 25-26
to see Mr. Dickens and a host of other talented performers.
Becky Foreman
President
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President-elect - Doug Grant
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Directors
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Richard Wing
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Dickens Diary is published three
times a year by the Riverside Dickens
Festival, Inc., at the address below.
Editorial submissions and queries may
be sent there. We reserve the right to
edit submissions.
Reporter - Kathy Wright
Editor - Marsha Loveridge
Office: (951) 781-3168
3585 Main Street, Suite 204
P. O. Box 113
Riverside, CA 92502-0113
info@dickensfest.com
For more information on the Festival
visit our website today!
www.dickensfest.com
This is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit
organization, EIN:33-0617090

Major Sponsors

Getting to Festival Venues
Historic Downtown Riverside on the Main Street Pedestrian Mall
from University Avenue to Eleventh Street and the Historic Courthouse is
the scene for the festival main days. Some events will be held at the First
Congregational Church, just a short walk from the Pedestrian Mall at the
corner of Lemon Street and Mission Inn Avenue and at the Municipal
Auditorium - just across the street. Pickwick's Pub Night will be at the
First Christian Church at the corner of Jurupa Avenue and Brockton
Avenue.
From the 91 Freeway take the University Avenue off-ramp to various
city parking garages and street parking on nearby streets. Parking is free
after 5:00 pm on Friday and through the weekend.
Friday, February 24, 2017
• Pickwick’s Pub Night Fundraiser-- First Christian Church,
corner of Jurupa Ave. and Brockton Avenue.
Saturday and Sunday, February 25 and 26, 2017
• Festival Main Days—Main St. Pedestrian Mall between
University Avenue and Eleventh Street plus the Historic Courthouse.
• The Royal Victoria Tea Room & Music Hall—First
Congregational Church, corner of Lemon Street and Mission Inn
Avenue.
Saturday, February 25, 2017
• Mr. Fezziwig’s Ball—Riverside Municipal Auditorium, corner
of Mission Inn Avenue and Lemon Street.
Sunday, February 26, 2017
• Evensong—First Congregational Church,
corner of Lemon Street and Mission Inn Avenue.

Dickens Festival Goes Electronic

In addition to visiting us on our website, https://www.dickensfest.com
please Like us on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/pages/RiversideDickens-Festival/274454625903022 or Follow us on Twitter, https://twitter.
com/DickensFest.
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2017 Entertainment Preview
Visitors will be entertained by some new performers and festival favorites at this year’s festival. Entertainment
Coordinator, Paul Jacques is bringing these lively and high energy groups to us. For a hand-clapping and toe-tapping
good time don’t miss these groups on stage and on the street both days during the festival.

What’s New!

Merry Wives of Windsor, an all-female band blending elements of music from the British Isles and the Americas,
brings their rich vocal harmonies and traditional and contemporary folk instruments to the festival.
Quartermaster brings updated pirate songs in a rowdy 3-part harmony full blend of men’s voices using traditional
old instruments.
Princess Petunia's Players' version of traditional 19th century melodrama is sure to cause lots of smiles and laughter.

Returning Festival Favorites!

Looney’s Fortune performs beautiful, rich traditional Irish music and

songs on hammered dulcimer, fiddle, guitar and accordion.
Everything Celtic, bring the joy and energy of Irish and Scottish dance
to the festival stages.
Bob’s Yer Uncle, a popular singing group named after a phrase
commonly heard in Britain meaning “and there you have it” brings traditional
toe-tapping and hand clapping British folk music
to the festival.
Sportive Tricks is a SoCal folk band with
definite Irish influences—serious and silly
performances combine traditional instruments
with new arrangements.
Simon Spalding, one of the best known interpreters of traditional maritime music
performs at festivals all over the world and is a festival regular.
Christopher Yates brings his unique performances and characters again to the
festival. Visitors can’t miss him. He’ll be the really tall guy working the crowd and who
may appear even taller walking the streets on stilts, juggling, dancing or who knows what?

Fun on the Streets
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Pickwick's Pub Night Fundraiser
Note the new location

Our host Mr. Pickwick, Mr. Dickens, Mr. Fezziwig and a lineup of
energetic performers are preparing a special evening of entertainment that will not be seen
any other time during the festival. Don’t miss this evening of fun and frivolity.
Your ticket purchase helps to support this event and the overall festival.

Friday, February 24, 2017
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm
First Christian Church
4055 Jurupa Avenue, Riverside
Free Parking
$35 per person
Early Bird Special
before January 15
$40 per person after January 15
Ticket includes dinner,
one free bar ticket.
Additional drinks may be purchased
throughout the evening.
Entertainment and silent auction.
Purchase tickets by February 17
at www.dickensfest.com or use the enclosed ticket order form.
Adults only, please.
To help save trees and due to the high cost of printing and continuously rising postage rates, the Dickens Diary is sent
via email and published in a downloadable format online at the festival website, www.dickensfest.com.
Readers whose e-mail addresses are already on file and those who are sent to us subsequent to this announcement will
receive their Dickens Diary online only. If your email address has changed or you want to join our e-mail list for the first
time, go to www.dickensfest.com and join at the bottom of the homepage.
Alternately, those who wish to continue receiving a hard copy of the Diary in the U.S. Mail can do so by sending a
check for $6.00 payable to the Riverside Dickens Festival, along with your name and address to:

Riverside Dickens Festival • P. O. Box 113 • Riverside, CA 92502-0113
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Ye Olde Bookshoppe has new titles
A favorite festival venue can be found in Ye Olde Bookshoppe. Organized and run by board member Linda
Dilday and other volunteers, the bookstore will have some interesting new titles this year, most selling for $10.00
or less. Cash, checks and credit cards are accepted.
Edgar Allan Poe The Strange Man Standing Deep in The Shadows
By Charlotte Montague
One hundred fifty years after his death, Charlotte Montague has written a fascinating account of Poe's life and
times. In the process, she uncovers a strange man, standing deep in the shadows, whose macabre stories and
twisted plots changed literature forever.
Charles Dickens: England’s Most Captivating Storyteller
By Catherine Wells-Cole
The world of Dickens is vividly depicted in this scrapbook biography for readers ages 9 and up and for Dickens
fans of all ages.
Stories of Children from Dickens, Re-told by his Grand-Daughter, Mary Angela Dickens
By Mary Angela Dickens and Harold Copping
In this facsimile edition for all ages, the younger Dickens presents a collection of retellings of Charles Dickens’
stories about children.
Hunted Down, The Detective Stories of Charles Dickens
By Charles Dickens
Charles Dickens was a pioneer of detective fiction and was inspired by his observations of London’s fledgling
detective force when he was a solicitor’s clerk and reporter.
Charles Dickens in Love
By Robert Garnett
Charles Dickens’ gift for creating memorable and believable female characters owes much to his love for three
women over the course of his lifetime.
The World of Charles Dickens
By Martin Fido
This book gives us a vivid examination of Dickens in the context of his books and the Victorian world he knew.
Charles Dickens, A Celebration of his Life and Work
By Charles Mosley
This treasure offers some fresh perspectives on Dickens, describing his impact on bettering the literacy and
quality of life for his fellow Britons, and discusses the story in each of Dickens’ novels and lists all of the
characters.
The Great Charles Dickens Scandal
By Michael Slater
In 1858 Dickens’ great image was nearly shattered by both the breakup of his marriage and rumors of a
scandalous relationship he may have conducted with the young actress, Ellen “Nelly” Ternan.
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AMERICAN NOTES—FEATURED BOOK
In January, 1842, Dickens and his wife Kate sailed to America on the HMS Britannia for the
first of his two visits. His book American Notes contains his impressions of the United States.
Dickens came to America with “great expectations,” but he was in many ways disappointed in our
new country.
Join us to read about Dickens in America before the Civil War!
		
Dates: Saturdays, January 7, 14, 21 and 28, 2017
		
Time: 1:00-4:00 p.m. each meeting
		
Place: Orange Terrace Library - 20010 Orange Terrace Parkway, Riverside
				
Cost: $20 (includes copy of book and study guide)
		
Discussion Leader: Cindy Bendshadler
To register: Susan Purkart at (951) 788-7008 or go to www.dickensfest.com
You can also follow Dickens’ journey in installments at www.dickensfest.com. Click on America Noted.

AUTHORS, AUTHORS, AND MORE AUTHORS!!!
Well afterall, THIS IS The Riverside Dickens Festival!
With Paul Jacques, AKA Mr. Dickens, as Entertainment Coordinator for the festival the list of authors who will be
present during the 2-day festival just keeps growing. While strolling through the festival grounds, visitors can expect to
meet up with any of these famous 19th century authors. And, check out the festival schedule to see when they will be
appearing for a debate, conversation or maybe some ranting and raving in the Authors’ Salon, at Hyde Park Corner or on
one of the stages. Oh, you might have noticed there’s a couple of inventors among them, too.
Here’s the cavalcade of authors and the regional talent who portray them.
Author			
Louisa May Alcott		
Jane Austen			
Charlotte Bronte		
Emily Bronte			
Lewis Carrol			
Charles Dickens (of course)
Emily Dickinson		
Thomas Edison			
Florence Nightingale		
Lady Paget			
Edgar Allan Poe			
Ann Radcliffe			
Mary Shelley 			
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle		
Robert Louis Stevenson		
Bram Stoker			
Harriet Beecher Stowe		
Nikola Tesla			
Mark Twain			
Jules Verne			
H. G. Wells			
Oscar Wilde			

Portrayed by
Lauren Bell
Vikky Pickett
Chantel Cagel
Shannon Franklin
Nathan Smith-Finley
Paul Jacques
Erica Rayshel
Andrew Nagy
Cat Soto
Nicole Bernadette
Travis Rhett Wilson
Jessica Delgado
Stevie Taken
Bryan Pelkowski
Richard Rasner
Logan Paulus
Deena Maudlin
Thomas Moore
Ken Stansbury
Lee R. Green
Bill Casey
Nick Prelesnik
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Fezziwig's Ball in Historic Municipal Auditorium
Fezziwig’s Ball will be held in Riverside’s Historic Municipal Auditorium, the perfect venue for Victorian
dancing with its recently refurbished hardwood floor. Upon arrival guests dressed in their finest Victorian
evening attire will receive their dance cards and enter into the beautiful hall where the dancing will take place.
Queen Victoria and the Royal Party will be present to perform the knighting ceremony on this year’s
recipients of the Order of Mt. Rubidoux and to lead the dancers in the Grand March.
Visitors who do not wish to dance may sit in the observation balcony to witness the beautiful display of color
and graceful movement.

Fezziwig’s Ball

Saturday, February 25, 2017
Municipal Auditorium
3585 Mission Inn Ave. (corner of Mission Inn Avenue and Lemon Street)
Riverside, CA 92501
8:00 p.m. to 12:00 p.m.
$40 per person before January 15
$45 per person after January 15
Observation Balcony $10 per person (12 years & under free)
Purchase tickets at www.dickensfest.com or use the order form in this issue.

Not too late to join the Dance Classes
for Fezziwig's Ball

Get ready for Fezziwig’s Ball by participating in the dance classes. It’s not
too late to join in the fun. Remaining classes will be held on
January 15 and 22 • February 5
2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Goeske Center • 5257 Sierra Street, Riverside, CA 92504
$5.00 per class, cash only please
Mock Ball - February 18 at 1:30 p.m. • $15
First Christian Church - 4055 Jurupa Avenue
Info@dickensfest.com or (951) 781-3168
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Join the irrepressible Mr. Treacle
and his loyal troupe of performers
as they amaze and amuse you
anew in "Hats Off to Charlie D:
the Colonial Correspondent."
The tea room is located
downstairs at the historic
First Congregational Church Mission Inn Avenue
and Lemon Street
two blocks from main
festival location.
For more information call
(888) 987-7565
www.FCCriverside.org

Saturday 11:00 A.M. • 1:30 P.M. • 4:00 P.M.
Sunday 11:30 A.M. • 2:00 P.M.

2017 Lectures – Something for Everyone
The Education Committee has put together a talented and knowledgeable array of speakers who will
lecture on various topics of interest during the festival. The lectures will be held in the Royal Victoria Theatre.
Check the festival schedule for times.

“Dickens in America”
Michael Cohen, University of California Los Angeles English professor
“Charles Dickens, Oscar Wilde and Celebrity Culture”
Mackenzie Gregg, University of California Riverside graduate student
“Dickens 101, An Introduction to Dickens’s Life and Career”
Christian Lehmann, University of Southern California graduate student
“Victorian Duty in the Gilbert and Sullivan Operas”
Diane Mitchell, University of California Riverside Extension lecturer
“From Arsenic to Laudanum: The Victorian Medicine Cabinet”
Lorenzo Servitje, University of California Riverside graduate student
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Other festival happenings not to be missed.
Check www.dickensfest.com and the festival program and map for more information about
times and location for these activities.
CHARACTER PARADE—Everyone in Victorian costume is invited to join in the parade with costumed
Dickens’ characters; ending on the courthouse steps with Mr. Dickens.

EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS—Visit these venues that provide educational and interesting

information about Victorian life and times in England and Riverside: East India Social Society; No Idle Hands;
California Writers Club; a Blacksmith; a Phrenologist; a Graphologist; Old Riverside Foundation; Heritage
House; and, Orange Empire Railroad Museum.

EVENSONG—This beautiful traditional religious musical program from 14th century Europe and presented
by Raincross Master Chorale is not to be missed. Held at the First Congregational Church, corner of Lemon
Street and Mission Inn Avenue, just a short walk from the main festival venue. Sunday at 4:00. Ticketed event.

MEET THE QUEEN—Everyone will want to meet Queen Victoria, Prince Albert and the Royal Party

at the festival. Look for them at the Royal Pavilion, at various activities or just strolling through the festival.
Ladies, remember to curtsy and gentlemen, to remove your hats and bow as you encounter Her Majesty. Her
Majesty will officially open and close the festival each day at the flagpole.

OLIVER’S ALLEY—Children under 12 are welcome at this free venue where tea will be served surrounded by
opportunities to play Victorian games and make toys; a photo booth is also available.

STEAMPUNK FANTASIA—This very popular fashion show highlights the creativity and ingenuity of

inventors and explorers of the 19th century but also of today’s Steampunk aficionados of all ages. Sunday at 1:30.
Ticketed event.

THE TRIAL OF JACK THE RIPPER—Back by popular demand, this original play by festival volunteer

Richard Reed gives insights into the horrific still unsolved crimes in 1888 London. (No one under 13 admitted.)
Ticketed event.

THE TRIAL OF JOHN WILKES BOOTH—Also, penned by Richard Reed, this play offers the audience
an opportunity to think about this important event in American history and what might have happened had
Booth lived. Ticketed event.

VICTORIAN FASHION SHOW—"Victorian Dreamers” gives us a look at masquerade and fantasy
costumes of the Victorian era. Saturday at 1:30. Ticketed event.

wwwwwwwwwwwww
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High School Drama
Students Perform
American Notes
Riverside Unified School
District drama students from
Martin Luther King, Poly and
Ramona high schools and the
STEM Academy will perform 3
different 20-minute plays based
on Dickens’ book American
Notes, which chronicles his first
visit to America in 1842. The
plays were written by Education
Committee Chair Susan Purkart
and will be performed on stage
in Oliver’s Alley on Saturday
and Sunday. Check the festival
schedule for times.
Each participating school’s
Drama Department will receive
$150 to help support its activities.
The prizes were made possible
by the generosity of Eileen
Ashwal, Dwight Tate and the
Milazzo Group, all past or present
representatives of Waddell &
Reed Financial Services.

Fall
Happenings!

Tales from the Victorian Crypt III
October 14 & 15
Evergreen Memorial Historic Cemetery

Madame Babs' Tavern Tale
(or here’s a venue
you won’t want
to miss!)
Must be 21 to enter.

On a cold winter night Madame Babs and her sister Petit Poisson met at a
secret hideaway to make plans to liberate the Tavern at The Riverside Dickens
Festival.
The new Tavern would include non-stop entertainment, craft ale, Faro
gambling and CAN CAN GIRLS! We would bring customers in with the promise
of song while Petit Poisson occupied them with booze, gambling and dancing girls.
They would never even know that Madame Babs had picked their pockets clean…
or so was the plan.
Once the Tavern was up and running Petit Poisson and Madame Babs loved
their guests so much, they just wanted to see them return year after year. Therefore,
they decided to earn their money the old fashioned way and donate it all to the
charitable folks at The Riverside Dickens Festival.
Petit Poisson and Madame Babs will again be opening the Tavern doors for
business during the 2017 Riverside Dickens Festival. This year our Merchant
Marine friends from The Royal French Privateers of Clan Darksail will dock right
outside our doors. That squally bunch of sailors will be there to greet you and
charm you with a sea shanty or two.
Inside the Tavern you will find that famous Faro Dealer, Pico Pistolero. And, if
you should encounter a scoundrel trying to con you into a shell game, watch your
pockets for that is the one and only Soapy Smith, the original American Grifter!
This is definitely a venue you won’t want to miss at the 2017 Riverside Dickens
Festival! You can find us right next door to City Hall.

Dance Macabre Masquerade
October 22
First Christian Church

Oliver Twist’s Soup Kitchen
November 5
Calvary Presbyterian Church
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Volunteers Needed

Want to volunteer? Here’s how you can help to make the 2017 Riverside Dickens Festival a success.
High school and college students who want to earn community service hours are welcome!
A limited number of period costumes and accessories will be available to loan.
Contact: Christine Foreman at iqprint@aol.com or send us an email
on our website at www.dickensfest.com.

2017 Hotel Rates

A limited number of hotel rooms are available to
festival goers at special rates subject to change, plus
local and state tax. Reservations must be made before
the dates indicated for each hotel. In order to receive
the group rate, guests should make reservations early by
contacting the hotel directly and identifying themselves
with the Dickens Festival Group.

Marriott Riverside

$125 single/double
3400 Market Street
Riverside, CA 92501
(951) 784-8000
Cut-off date: January 25, 2017

Hyatt Place

$149.00 single/double
3500 Market Street
Riverside, CA 92501
Contact Karla Pierce directly
(951) 321-3502
Cut-off date: January 25, 2017

Writers Workshop

Riverside Dickens Festival and the Southern
Region of the California Writers Club present “The
Wizard of Boz: Learn Essay Writing Skills from the
Master” A writing workshop for teens.
Join us at the 2017 Riverside Dickens Festival
on Saturday and Sunday, February 25 and 26, 2017
- 2:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. At the California Writers
Club Booth near the Authors’ Salon - Riverside
Downtown Pedestrian Mall between University
Avenue and Eleventh Street
In this free half-hour workshop, members of
the 108-year-old California Writers Club will show
teens how to create essays that capture readers’
interest and explore important issues that touch our
lives.
The California Writers Club is one of the oldest
writers’ organizations in continuous operation in
the nation. With branches throughout the state
the CWC (www.calwriters.org) encourages and
educates writers of all levels in the craft of writing.

The Riverside Dickens Festival is made possible through grants, sponsorships and donations.

Your contribution is very much needed, appreciated and tax deductible.
The Riverside Dickens Festival is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization, EIN: 33-0617090.
Please mail your contributions to: Riverside Dickens Festival, Inc. • P. O. Box 113 • Riverside, CA 92502-0113
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

our
Y
ed
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________
Ne bution
e
W ntri
Co
Phone: _________________________ Email: ______________________________________________

Check ___ Visa ___ MasterCard ___ Discover___
Card number: _______________________________________ Expires: _________CVV ________(on back)
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Thank you to the following supporters of our 2017 Festival.
If your name isn't here, you still have a chance to support the 2017 Riverside Dickens Festival by mailing a tax deductible
check to P.O. Box 113, Riverside, CA 92502-0113. (See form on page 11)
The Riverside Dickens Festival, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization, EIN:33-0617090.

City of Riverside
Riverside Arts Council - Inlandarts.com
Riverside County Supervisors • Provident Bank
Amazon Prime - Lorraine & Richard Anderson – Anonymous - Eileen & Stephen Ashwal
Judith & Phillip Auth - Jane & Joseph Barr - Patricia Barrett - Sally & Chuck Beaty
Brenda Beers - Cindy & Daniel Bendshadler - Virginia Blumenthal - Bodycare Center
Geraldine Bowden - Selina & Phil Bremenstuhl - Deborah & Donald Brithinee
Joy Daniels Brower - Steve Campbell - Deborah & William Chamberlain
Lynnette & John Channon - JoAnn & Don Coble - Michel & Marie-Jo Coclet
Steven Craft DVM - Belinda & Shelby Craghead - Susan & Ralph Davis - Linda Dilday
Marilyn Drury-Katillo - Norman Ellstrand & Tracy Kahn - John Evans & Lou Ann Roseling
First Christian Church of Riverside - Melinda Fleming - Rebecca Foreman - Valerie Foucrier
Barbara & Frederick Gable - Mina & William Gardner - Janet & John Gless
Carolyn Grant - Doug & Terri Grant - Greater Riverside Area Dickens Fellowship
Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce, Downtown Business Council
Eileen & Richard Hamel - Theresa Hanley - Kathleen Hartman - Lucy & Frank Heyming
Windy Hixson - Deanne & Rick Irwin - Sally Johnson - Venita & Kirke Jorgensen
Joy & William Junkert - Victoria Klein - Laura & John Klure - Donna Knox
Kroger (Ralphs) - Marie Lamons - Marsha & Ron Loveridge - Jeffrey Lowry DDS
Helene Luley - Judy & Bryan Mahoney - Christopher Manning - Ed Mauel - Milazzo Group
Beth & Donald Miller - Rey O’Day - Packinghouse Brewing Co. - Kathleen & James Perry
Debby & Ken Phillips - Wilma Printy - Susan Purkart - Richard Reed - Jessica & James Reeves
Bessie Ridley - Riverside Downtown Partnership - Riverside Public Utilities - Kathryn Safford
Mary Schaefer - Sandra & William Schnack - Susan & Rich Simonin - Barbara Simpson-Lara
Dauris Slaughter - Roberta & Bruce Spieler - Diane & Dennis Tilton - Carol & Henry Tong
Dwight Tate & Kathy Wright - Judith Vails & Lance Duke - Christine Verdonck
Debbie & Mark Walsh - Barbara Wilson - Dick & Donna Wing
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